
 

 

GERMAN OPEN 2025 
 
Competition Rules  
 
1. Purpose  
 
The German Open 2025 offers both German and international brass bands the opportunity to have 
their performance assessed by an internationally recognised jury of experts at a competition. The 
aim is to improve the level of performance of the participating bands and at the same time to 
increase the popularity of brass band music in Germany.  
 
The German Open takes place every year, alternating with the German National Brass Band 
Championships. Accordingly, qualification for the starting places in the Championship Section and 
the Youth Section at the European Brass Band Championships (EBBC and EYBBC) for the 
following year takes place in the same rotation.  
 
2. Organiser  
 
The German Open is organised by the Deutsche Brass Band Verband e.V. in cooperation with the 
International Brass Festival Sauerland-Herbst. The organiser is the Deutsche Brass Band Verband 
e.V (German Brass Band Association) hereinafter referred to as the ‘Organiser’.  
 
3. Target Groups  
 
The German Open is open to German and international brass bands, regardless of their 
association affiliation.  
 
4. Conditions of participation  
 
By signing the registration form, the participating brass bands recognise the competition rules 
without reservation.  
 
5. Categories/Classification/Competition literature/Instrumentation  
 
5.1 Categories  
 
The competition will be organised in three categories according to the instrumentation 
requirements listed below.  
 
5.1.1 Category / level of difficulty  
 
A-Section (Championship Division, additionally open for bands of the 1st Division) - 6 starting 
places*1  
 
B-Section (1st/2nd Division, additionally open for bands of the 3rd/4th Division) - 8 starting places*  
 
C-Section (3rd/4th Division and Youth Division) - 6 starting places*  
* The number of starting places can be adjusted by the organiser if necessary  
 
When registering, each brass band classifies itself in one of the three advertised sections based on 
the chosen test piece. At the end of the registration period, the organiser's music committee will 
decide whether the band will be admitted to the German Open and whether the band will confirm 
its self-assignment to a section. The organiser is entitled to adjust the number of starting places or 
reject registrations at its own discretion, particularly if there are too many applications for a section. 
Specific registration time, membership of the DBBV and suitability for the chosen level of difficulty 
category will be taken into account in the evaluation by the organiser's music committee. The 
admission of registered bands can only take place via the official invitation by the organiser.  



 

 

5.1.2 Line-up requirements  
 
A-Section max. 35 band members (incl. percussion)  
B-Section max. 35 band members (incl. percussion)  
C-Section  
 
 

If a youth band wishes to take part in the qualifying round for the European Brass Band 
Championships (point 8), all band members must be under 22 years of age on the day of 
the competition (up to three [3] band members are exempt from this age limit).  
Musicians may only participate in two (2) bands and then count as substitutes in one of the 
two bands. A band may compete with a maximum of three (3) substitutes. The bands 
decide in which band the musician is listed as a substitute.  
 
Conductors may only lead one band within a section.  
 
5.2 Competition literature  
 
The participating brass bands will perform a self-selected programme according to the 
following guidelines:  
 
A-Section  
o Must include one solo piece by one of the band's own soloists*2  
o Must include one test piece (min. 13 min)  
o Total length max. 35 min  
* Musicians must take part in the entire competition with the band and may not only be 
used for individual solo parts  
 
B-Section  
o Must include one chorale or march  
o Must include one test piece (min. 10 min.)  
o Total length max. 25 min  
 
C-Section  
o Must include one test piece  
o Total length max. 25 min  
 
The degree of difficulty of the selected test piece must correspond to the respective 
category and in its musical and technical demands to the requirements of an international 
competition. There are no further requirements (transcriptions, arrangements, premières 
etc. are permitted).  
Entertainment elements/choreography are permitted but will not be included in the 
evaluation.  
 
5.3 Timetable  
 
If the total duration of the short programme is exceeded, points will be deducted. Each 
band should not spend more than a total of 10 minutes setting up and dismantling in order 
to ensure the proper and fair running of the competition performances. During the 
dismantling of a band, the next band in the competition sequence may already begin to set 
up. Intentional or grossly negligent violations of this regulation may result in a deduction of 
points by the jury (0.5 per minute). Should it be necessary for organisational reasons, the 
organiser may deviate from the aforementioned rules.  



 

 

 
6 Jury and principles of evaluation  
 
The jury is composed as follows.  
A Section: three jurors  
B Section: at least two jurors 
C Section: at least two jurors 
 
Assessment is by open adjudication and based on the CISM criteria.  
After completion of all the judging presentations in a section, the expert jury will hand over 
the final, secret evaluation to the organiser's jury secretary.  
Each juror will evaluate the test piece and the rest of the short programme separately 
awarding up to 100 points for each, independently of the other jurors. A band can therefore 
achieve a total of up to 200 points per juror. At the end, the organiser's jury secretary adds 
up the final jury scores for each band and then divides them by the number of jurors. This 
overall average of a band forms the basis for the placings of the bands participating in the 
individual sections. The band with the highest overall average in a division wins that 
division. In the event of a tie in the total number of points the band with the higher number 
of points for the test piece will take precedence   
At the end of each band's performance, the expert jury will also draw up an educationally 
valuable and meaningful assessment sheet about the performance, which will be used by 
the bands for their personal development.  
In addition, each band receives its written assessment sheet with the separate scores of 
the jury members.  
 
The jury will also award the following special prizes:  
Best solo performance (A-Section)  
Best march or chorale (B-Section)  
Best programme composition (C-Section)  
 
Further special prizes may be awarded in consultation with the organiser's competition 
committee.  
 
The judgements of the jury are final.  
 
7. Special regulations for Youth Bands  
 
Contrary to section 5.1.2, there is no numerical restriction on substitutes for Youth Bands, 
i.e. musicians who participate in a designated Youth Band and in another division are not 
considered substitutes within the meaning of section 5.1.2. However, the age limit also 
applies to these musicians. 
 
8. Classification in the categories; right to compete in the European Brass Band 
Championships  
 
The performance of the highest rated test piece of a German Brass Band in the A-Section 
entitles the band to participate in the EBBC of the following year, provided it is a member 
of the DBBV. If the band is not a member of the DBBV, it will only receive this starting 
place at the European Brass Band Championships if it immediately becomes a member of 
the DBBV for at least two years. Otherwise, the member band participating in the German 
Open in the A-Section with the best test piece will be awarded the starting place.  



 

 

The performance of the highest scoring test piece of a German Youth Brass Band with an 
average of more than 90 points entitles the band to participate in the EYBBC of the 
following year, provided it is a member of the DBBV and fulfils the participation 
requirements of the EBBA. If the band is not a member of the DBBV, it will only receive 
this starting place at the European Youth Bass Band Championships if it immediately 
becomes a member of the DBBV for at least two years. Otherwise, the youth band 
participating in the German Open with the best test piece will receive the starting place, 
provided it receives more than 90 points for the test piece. 
  
9 Organisational notes  
 
9.1 Order of the performances  
 
The starting order of all categories will be determined by pre-draw at an online meeting. 
The participation of one delegate per band in this meeting is mandatory. The exact date 
will be announced with the final invitation.  

• C-Section  

• B-Section  

• A-Section  
Gala concert - Amersham Band with subsequent award ceremony of all sections: Sunday, 
(22 October 2023), 11:00 am  
 
Should it be necessary for organisational reasons (e.g. number of participants), the 
organiser may choose a different mode. 
 
9.2 Music stands and instruments  
 
Each participating band must submit a seating and set-up plan (percussion) with the 
application. The chairs and music stands will be provided by the organiser.  
If the percussion instruments are provided by the organiser, they must be used by all 
bands. All bands will receive a list of available percussion instruments in advance.  
Additional instruments that are necessary for the performance of the self-selected pieces 
according to the score may be added by the brass band. The use of electronic instruments 
is only permitted if expressly stipulated in the score.  
 
9.3 Submission of sheet music  
 
The selected short programme must be submitted to the organiser's music committee by 
15.08.2025, complete and with the corresponding scores (A section 4 copies each, B+C 
section 3 copies each). If available, ‘full scores ’must always be submitted. The bars are to 
be numbered consecutively (5, 10, 15 ...) unless the publisher has provided suitable 
orientation aids (bar numbers, letters etc.). In the case of first performances, the legal 
status must be clarified in advance and documented accordingly by the organiser.  
 
9.4 Registration document/name list 
 
No later than two weeks before the German Open, each participating band must submit a 
line-up list in accordance with the requirements in section 5.1.2. For Youth Bands, the 
average age of the band at the time of the competition performance and the age of the 
youngest player must be stated on the line-up list. Players who are exempt from the age 
limit (section 5.1.2) are not to be included in the calculation.  
 



 

 

9.5 Rehearsal 
 
Each band will be given the opportunity to rehearse on a separate rehearsal stage before 
their competition performance. The duration of this rehearsal time is congruent with the 
playing time of the band according to section 5.3.  
 
9.6 Certificate/assessment/sheets/prize money  
 
Each brass band taking part in the competition will receive a certificate and a detailed 
evaluation form from the expert jury. The winners of each section will receive prize money. 
The prize money can be awarded in the form of vouchers from sponsors (e.g. instrument 
manufacturers) and honoured concert engagements by the Sauerland-Herbst International 
Brass Festival. Further special and sponsorship prizes may be awarded by the organiser. 
The prizes will be divided among the various sections.  
 
9.7 Audio and video photo recordings  
 
Private audio and video recordings during the competition are strictly prohibited. Should 
the organiser have professional recordings made centrally, these can be purchased after 
editing and processing.  
By registering, each participating band grants the organiser an exclusive, irrevocable, free 
of charge, temporally and geographically unlimited right of use to their performance with 
regard to all known and unknown types of use. In particular, the organiser is authorised to 
make audio and video recordings of the competition performance, to reproduce it publicly 
and to distribute such recordings. The participating bands are not entitled to a recording of 
their competition performance and subsequent utilisation. Due to labour law requirements 
(compliance with breaks / total working time), it may not be possible to record and publish 
all competition performances. Should a selection become necessary, this will be made by 
the organiser.  
 
9.8 Registration deadline; participation fee  
 
Registration for the German Open 2025 must be received by the organiser by 15.06.2025. 
The final invitation will be sent by the organiser by 15 July 2025. The participation fee is 
due after the invitation has been issued.  
The participation fee for all members of the Deutscher Brass Band Verband e.V. is €250, 
and for all other bands €400. Youth bands pay €150  
Withdrawal of registration is possible free of charge until 31 July 2025. If the registration is 
cancelled after 01.08.2025, the registration fee will not be refunded.  
 
10 Binding nature of the regulations; applications for exceptions  
 
By registering, the participating brass bands undertake to respect and comply with the 
competition regulations in their current version.  
Requests for exceptions to the aforementioned regulations can only be submitted to the 
organiser in writing at the latest two (2) weeks before the start of the German Open, 
stating the reasons. Should it be necessary for organisational reasons, the organiser may 
subsequently amend these regulations. The organiser will then inform all already 
registered bands immediately.  


